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Message from the President 

Dear friends, 

December already!!! Where did the year go?  

We have seen the player numbers decline with life 

returning to normal, however our tournaments  

continue to be well supported and the program of 

events will remain unchanged.  We welcomed 53 new players last month. 

Player Statistics 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder: Please check out the additional information on our website. 

Many “how-to” videos have been added with more to come. These are  

particularly useful for new players still becoming familiar with our platform. 

The final Virtual Club congress for this year was held on 28 November with 

60 pairs participating. It is our intention to hold 4 Online Congresses 

throughout the year next year for our Club members, more on that in  

January. With Face2Face events returning to normal it is unclear how many 

Virtual Club events we will be requested to host next year. As players are 

now familiar with both F2F and Online formats it is possible we will continue 

to see a mix of both. 

Jasper and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2022. 

Happy bridging, 

Sarah Anwar (SarahAn) 
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Obituaries 

VALE Titus Ling 

Titus Ling passed away in November, He was 67 years old 

I knew Titus Ling at Uni in South Africa in the early 1970's from Physics and 

Applied Maths classes, and then for a brief period where we both worked at 

Gold Fields  of South Africa. 

He did very complex work on mining  simulations to predict deep level ground 

disturbances in gold mines. The Consultant who ran the service said Titus 

was the only person he knew who understood the thousands of complex 

equations.  I played some bridge with him way back then socially.  He then 

ran into visa problems and left to go to Australia. 

I migrated to Australia in1998 and retired to beautiful Port Stephens 8 years ago, where I had my first 

game of Duplicate Bridge ever. I was playing at my first ever conference at Maitland when I looked up 

at the scoreboard and saw the name Titus Ling at Table 1.  Sure enough it was the same guy.  We 

became close friends again, and he would come up to our place dozens of times for a few days. He 

loved the sunset drinks on the water and especially my wife Meryl's Beef vege soup which he would 

schlurp down for breakfast, lunch and dinner. We played bridge at Tomaree and Newcastle Bridge 

clubs.  When I was in Sydney at my daughters place in St Ives he would pick me up and we would go 

have a game at Carlingford bridge Club mostly.  I would close my eyes until we got to the club.  He 

was one of the worst drivers I ever came across.  He would be smiling playing his knockoff iPod with 

the same 20 love songs that never changed wherever he  went. 

Titus did challenging real time computer programming when he came to Australia.  He later on 

opened a coffee shop in Redfern where Russel Crowe was a customer.  Unfortunately he got bowel 

cancer about 10 years ago, lost everything and became a disability pensioner.  He had money to play 

bridge and eat instant noodles.  Over the past 3 years his cancer spread and the ability to play on 

StepBridge was a huge plus for him. 

When he came to visit he would lecture me for hours about coffee and how bad my coffee was, but 

that never stopped him from drinking 5 cups in a sitting. 

Titus was an enigma. In all the time I knew him I never once got a straight answer to a question.   

But he was a loyal friend with a great sense of humour, a genius bridge player and never once  

complained about the terrible pain he endured.  Rest well my friend. 

Photo: Titus visiting Port Stephens                  Steve Miller (SteveMil)  

 

 

VALE Kevin Farrell 
Kevin was a member with StepBridge for the past 14 months and was a valued member of our  

player's jury. Kevin had been battling cancer for the past several years and finally succumbed to the 

illness last week.  Rest In Peace Kevin you will be missed. 



Director’s Corner 

Why do we have System Cards?  

If you read November's Director's Corner, you will know the answer! 

System Cards provide information to your Opponents; they are not 

for you and your Partner. The spirit of Bridge is that you fully dis-

close things to your Opponents — 'secret' communication with your 

Partner by any means is against the Laws of Bridge. A System 

Card is the basic description of the bidding system you are using 

and the card signals you are playing with a particular Partner. 

 

Your Opponents are entitled to rely on whatever is in your System 

Card. You are required to follow what your System Card says 

(within reasonable judgement). Your Partner is required to have a 

systemically identical System Card. 

 

Whilst the System Card is for your Opponents, having a proper System Card that  has been  

discussed in detail with Partner is one of the better ways of establishing a new partnership, so it has 

benefits for the home side as well. 

 

StepBridge provides several default System Cards that you can use or modify to the particular  

system you are using with your Partner. It also provides a simple mechanism to copy someone else's 

card: just look at their card by clicking on their name at the table, and there is an option to copy the 

card at the bottom of the window. If you have a new partner and you agree to play "their system" it is 

important to copy their card so that your Opponents are not confused about what system you are 

playing (even though you might be so confused). 

 

What if you are playing Weak-2s with a new Partner, but your (old?) System Card still says you are 

playing Multi-2D? You open 2D (natural weak Diamonds), left-hand opponent checks your card,  

decides to Pass (as your Partner is required to bid and you have obviously forgotten to alert), and is 

then surprised when 2D is passed out. The TD is called! It is likely too late for bids to be changed so 

the contract will be 2D. Whatever the result, however, things will not improve for you: if the  

Opponents have been damaged by, for example, not finding a Major fit the TD will adjust the score 

accordingly — at best you will get the result at the table if you actually got a bad score! 

 

In general doing something different to what is on your System Card can only make your score worse 

in any dispute. The TD may also use the card to resolve any disputes at the table as to the meaning 

of any bid, so if you or your Partner has explained a bid as something else, that will be treated as 

Misinformation (Law 21B3) even if both of you agree "the card is wrong"! 

 

If you suspect Misinformation from your Opponents, it is best to call the TD as soon as possible. If 

your Partner has not yet bid, the TD will usually be able to resolve the misinformation, allowing you to 

correct any bid you made. This is preferable to a subsequent adjustment (which is intended to correct 

any damage rather than "punish" the irregularity) as it will produce an actual result at the table rather 

than a TD's assessment of what the likely result would be. 



Director’s Corner cont. 

Finally, players are, of course, allowed to make mistakes. Mistaken bids are just mistakes and there 

is no adjustment whether the mistake causes damage or not. Mistaken explanations, however, are a 

Misinformaton irregularity from which your Opponents are entitled to relief if damage is caused. Play-

ers are sometimes frustrated by the difference between these two kinds of mistake, and the fact that 

the Opponents are not penalized if no damage is caused. 

 

At the start of each session then, it is a good idea to check that the System Card you are showing is: 

1. The correct card for today's system and Partner; and 

2. Systemically identical to the card Partner is showing. 

If not, do something about it. The TD will always be willing to assist  

 

Alan Bustany (TDAlan) 

 

 

Recipe Book 

Bacon Wrapped Stuffed Chicken Breasts 
 

3 boneless chicken breasts 

Teaspoon of lemon pepper seasoning (or garlic and lime juice) 

3 slices of tasty cheese 

6 spears of asparagus 

9 rashers of bacon 

12 wooden toothpicks 

 

 

Pat chicken breasts dry with paper towels.  Slice horizontally 

through the middle, beginning at the thickest part, being careful 

not to cut all the way through.  Open up and spread them out like 

an open book. 

 

Season both sides with lemon pepper seasoning.  Place one slice of cheese on each breast.   

Cut asparagus spears in half and place 4 halves on top of the cheese. 

 

Roll the chicken up and over the cheese and asparagus, keeping the stuffing inside each roll. 

 

Wrap each chicken breast with 3 pieces of bacon, using wooden toothpicks to secure the bacon, 

where it overlaps. 

 

Place in the air fryer basket and cook for 15 minutes, turn and cook for 15 minutes more. 

 

Brenda McClean (Brenda) 



Message from the Treasurer 

Looking for a great Christmas gift  

for your partner or friend?   
For a limited time, you can purchase PPs on their behalf.   

 

You can choose amounts of $20, $35, $65, $150, $250 or $475.   

 

Please pay to BSB 012013, A/N 302538455 with the  

reference  [SBUserName] gift from [Your name].  For example ‘MaryG 

gift from Sally Smith’.   

 

Internet or electronic payments only – you will not be able to make this type of payment over the 

counter at a bank or credit union.   

 

We will advise the recipient of the gift by email and credit the pps to their account. 

 

 

Great Lakes Bridge Club Congress 

StepBridge hosted another congress on Sunday 28 November, being for the Great Lakes Bridge 

Club.  Directors for the day were our own StepBridge TDs, Sarah Anwar and Chris Larter.   

As mentioned in the earlier President’s message, we had 60 pairs participating in the Congress. 

 

Now onto the results … 

Placegetters 

1. Jody Swaine & Marcey Spilsbury 

2. Bert Forage & Adrienne Norton 

3. Ian Michelson & Deborah McLay 

 

Best Restricted Pair 

Libby Heyward & Ann Sauer 

 

Best Novice Pair 

Elaine Jones & Beth Magick  

 

Congratulations to the winners.   



Session Fees 

Account name: StepBridge Australia Bridge Club   

BSB: 012 013     Account number: 3025 38455 

Reference: The Unique Reference Number you will receive via email once you 

have ordered the participation points through the StepBridge Club  

Shopping Cart. 
 

300  Participation Points  $20.00   500  Participation Points  $35.00   

1000 Participation Points  $65.00   2500 Participation Points    $150.00           

5000 Participation Points  $250.00  10000 Participation Points  $475.00 

Christmas Day Sessions 

On Christmas Day, StepBridge will hold the following 

three bridge sessions only. 

10.00am OPEN (Green Points) 

4.00pm OPEN (Green Points) 

8.00pm OPEN (Red Points) 

As a Christmas Gift from StepBridge, these sessions will be FREE. 

 

New Year’s Eve Session 

To celebrate the end of 2021 and bring in 2022, we will be  

holding a special New Year’s Eve session  

at 10.30pm AEDT on Friday 31 December.   

This special session will be a Red Point session.   

Come and join in the fun with your StepBridge friends! 

 

Gold Coast Congress: StepBridge Hospitality Event 

Are you planning on playing at the Gold Coast Congress in 2022? 

If so, we are planning a StepBridge Hospitality Event during the congress on 

Monday 21 February, in the afternoon or evening (time TBC).  There maybe 

a second hospitality event if there is interest.   

We would like to meet you face2face, and we are sure that you also want to 

meet and catch up with your StepBridge friends face2face too. 

To register your interest to attend our StepBridge Hospitality Event during the Gold Coast Congress, 

please go to the following link www.stepbridge.com.au/stepbridge-hospitality-event-the-gold-coast-

congress/ . 

http://www.stepbridge.com.au/stepbridge-hospitality-event-the-gold-coast-congress/
http://www.stepbridge.com.au/stepbridge-hospitality-event-the-gold-coast-congress/


Finesse Holidays: New Years Eve Getaway 

Finesse Bridge Club is one of our virtual clubs on StepBridge.  Their next holiday is New Years Eve, 

which they still have spaces available.  Please refer to the details below for booking. 



Finesse Holidays: New Years Eve Getaway 



StepBridge Shirts 

Order a StepBridge Shirt, so you can wear it with pride at a congress!   

 

Go to www.stepbridge.com.au/stepbridge-shirt-order-form/ and follow the instructions to order your 

shirt in the colour, size, and design that you want.  

 

In the images below, we have Chris (ChrisLar / TDChris) modelling a StepBridge Polo Shirt. 

 

Each product comes with the embroidered StepBridge Logo. 

 

T-Shirts are $25 and Polo Shirts are $40.  The price includes delivery. 

 

We will be in contact with you, once you have placed your order, regarding payment. 

 

Please email support@stepbridge.com.au to inquire about the price of other items or if you have any 

questions.  

http://www.stepbridge.com.au/stepbridge-shirt-order-form/
mailto:support@stepbridge.com.au


Monthly Awards: November 2021 

 

Award Class Rank Score Tourn Players 

Highest Player 
Average in  
November 2021 

Overall 1 61.7 6 Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 59.9 9 Rex Livingston (RexLiv) 

 3 59.48 15 Robert Van der hoek (RobertV) 

Open 1 59.9 9 Rex Livingston (RexLiv) 

 2 59.48 15 Robert Van der hoek (RobertV) 

 3 57.94 8 Sue Neill (SueN) 

Restricted 1 57.5 8 Annie Sheth (AnnieSh) 

 2 57.36 12 Frank Broos (FrankBro) 

 3 56.91 6 Colleen Moule (CollenMo) 

Novice 1 61.7 6 Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 57.73 11 Robyn Wells (RobynW) 

 3 55.2 13 Colin Morrison (ColMor) 

Open 1 22 7 Judith Crafti (JudithCr) 

IMPs 2 18 6 Manda Labuschagne (Manda) 

 3 -9 6 Robert Stammel (RobS) 

Open 1 56.61 6 Kevin Willcocks (KevinWic) 

Individual 2 55.37 8 Nimal Weerasinghe (NimalW) 

 3 54.94 6 Lesley Meyer (LesleyMe) 

Highest Pairs 
Average in  
November 2021 

Overall 1 61.7 6 Robyn Wells (RobynW), Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 61.25 7 Tim Davis (TimD), Robert Van der hoek (RobertV) 

 3 58.5 16 Helen Fleet (HelenF), Robert Fleet (RobFleet) 

Open 1 61.25 7 Tim Davis (TimD), Robert Van der hoek (RobertV) 

 2 58.5 16 Helen Fleet (HelenF), Robert Fleet (RobFleet) 

 3 57.94 8 Robert Van der hoek (RobertV), Sue Neill (SueN) 

Restricted 1 56.91 6 
Frank Spurway (Spurz), Colleen Moule 
(CollenMo) 

 2 56.54 8 Paul Letts (PaulLet), Chris Farr (ChrisF) 

  56.54 6 Helen Barnes (HelenBar), Frank Broos (FrankBro) 

Novice 1 61.7 6 Robyn Wells (RobynW), Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 54.29 6 Phillip Douglas (PhillipP), Pam Ward (PamWard) 

 3 53.6 8 
Stephen Tjiantoro (StephenT), Marinus Kole 
(Marinus) 

Open  1 -9 6 Robert Stammel (RobS), Claire Stammel (ClaireS) 



As an incentive for the  player / pair who has most sessions in the month and the most  

improved player / pair in the month, a prize will be awarded to the person / pair that comes first in 

each category.  The prize is 100 participation points per player.  The players who have received the 

October prizes are marked in red text below.  Congratulations!  

Award Class Rank Score Tourn Players 

Player Who 
Has Played the 
Most  
Tournaments 
in November 
2021 

Overall   56 Elizabeth McNeill (ElizaMc) 

   53 Matthew Geeve (MatthewG) 

   47 Sarah Anwar (SarahAn) 

Open   56 Elizabeth McNeill (ElizaMc) 

   44 Margaret Dyer (MargDy) 

   43 Laraine Dolan (LaraineD) 

Restricted   31 Rosemary Porter (RoseP) 

   31 Matthew Geeve (MatthewG) 

   30 Don Saunders (DonS) 

Novice   20 Yvonne Arnold (YvonneA) 

   19 Dot Slattery (DotS) 

   17 Denise McTaggart (DeniseM) 

Pair Who Has 
Played the 
Most  
Tournaments 
in November 
2021 

Overall   39 Robert Stammel (RobS), Claire Stammel (ClaireS) 

   23 Thais Morgan-Pertus (ThaisMP), Sean Quinn (SeanQ) 

   23 Gillian Buganey (GillBu), Gayle Keenan (GayleK) 

Open   23 Gillian Buganey (GillBu), Gayle Keenan (GayleK) 

   21 John Bailey (JohnBail), Mardi Grosvenor (Mardi) 

   20 
Cassandra Mitchell (CassMi), Clare Filmer-Ramsay 
(ClareFR) 

Restricted   22 
Thais Morgan-Pertus (ThaisMP), Sean Quinn 
(SeanQ) 

   22 Robert Stammel (RobS), Claire Stammel (ClaireS) 

   17 Colin Speller (ColinSp), David Cumming (DavidCum) 

Novice   11 Susie Fraser (SusieF), Sandy Fraser (SandyFra) 

   9 Nan Jacobs (NanJa), Lois Best (LoisB) 

   8 Kay Bennetts (KayBenn), Lizzie Rasheed (LizzieR) 



 

Award Class Rank Score Tourn Players 

Most Improved 
Player in  
November 
2021 

Overall 1 12.18 6 Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 7.11 6 Brenda Wilson (BrendaWi) 

 3 7.09 11 Jay Wongphasukchot (JayW) 

Open 1 6.52 9 Sue Shadbolt (SueSh) 

 2 6.3 9 Yvonne Arnold (YvonneA) 

 3 4.75 11 David Owen (DavidOw) 

Restricted 1 7.53 16 Libby Heyward (LibHeywa) 

 2 7.27 7 John Kelly (JohnKell) 

 3 6.35 6 Helen Barnes (HelenBar) 

Novice 1 12.18 6 Lindy Johns (LindyJ) 

 2 7.2 8 Brian Pridham (BrianPr) 

 3 7.08 8 Vadnae Furminger (VadnaeF) 

Open IMPs 1 0.23 7 Judith Crafti (JudithCr) 

 2 0.2 6 Manda Labuschagne (Manda) 

Open 1 7.65 6 Lesley Meyer (LesleyMe) 

Individual 2 3.58 8 Sue Thomas (SueT) 

 3 2.41 10 Jurate Laisve (JurateL) 

Most Improved 
Pair in  
November 
2021 

Overall 1 6.55 9 Brian Pridham (BrianPr), Vadnae Furminger 

 2 5.53 8 Joan Davis (JoanD), Marieta Borthwick (MarietaB) 

 3 5.07 7 
Derek Colenbrander (DerekCo), David Alexander 
(DavidAl) 

Open 1 5.53 8 Joan Davis (JoanD), Marieta Borthwick (MarietaB) 

 2 4.06 7 Les Wozniczka (LesWozni), Edward Czarnocki 

 3 4.05 7 David Johnson (DavidJ), Florence Gibbons (FloGibbo) 

Restricted 1 5.71 6 Helen Barnes (HelenBar), Frank Broos (FrankBro) 

 2 5 7 
Derek Colenbrander (DerekCo), David Alexander 
(DavidAl) 

 3 4.66 6 Frank Spurway (Spurz), Colleen Moule (CollenMo) 

Novice 1 7.08 8 
Brian Pridham (BrianPr), Vadnae Furminger 
(VadnaeF) 

 2 3.43 6 Margaret Manning (MargM), Carmel Fox (CarmelF) 

 3 2.69 8 Stephen Tjiantoro (StephenT), Marinus Kole (Marinus) 



Masterpoint Promotions 

John Aquino     Gold Life 

Helen Arendts    Life 

Merwyn Menezes   Silver Life 

Ian Michelson    Silver Life 

Manda Labuschagne  Silver Life 

High Gilberg     Silver Life 

Lalita Kanetkar    Bronze Life 

Ted McCulloch    Life 

Phil Jacobsen    Life 

Charlie Georgees   Life 

Geoff Saxby     Life 

John Grosvenor    Bronze National  

Robert Stammel   Bronze National 

David Freilich    Bronze National 

Tony White     Bronze National  

Angela Roberts    National 

Wence Vahala    National 

Valerie Cook     National 

Jake Andrew     National 

Jodie Basham    National 

Tomoko Nakamatsu  National 

Lauri Perino     National 

Liz Moss      Bronze State 

Seb Wright     Bronze State 

Georgina McMahon  Bronze State 

Garth Hogg     Bronze State 

Lyn McLain     State 

John Henderson   State  

November 2021 

Celia McKew     State  

Wendy Harris    State  

Julie Sheehan    State 

Paul Stebbing    State  

Aruni Bandarage   State  

Kathie Smith     Bronze Regional 

Diane Beasley    Bronze Regional 

Chris Lamb     Regional 

Paul Pilowsky    Regional 

Kinga Macpherson   Regional 

Kaye Waddell    Silver Local 

Heather Heidenreich  Silver Local 

David Cumming    Silver Local 

Jeanne Borde    Silver Local 

Dorothy Jones    Bronze Local  

Patricia Vetter    Bronze Local 

Takayo Yanagisawa  Bronze Local 

Rosemary Jackson  Bronze Local 

David Casey     Bronze Local 

Peter Rostron    Local  

David Callan     Local  

Nicholas Scott    Local 

Trish McDonald    Local 

Lindy Johns     Graduate 

Martyn Halsall    Graduate 

Yvonne Dowding   Graduate 

Plus anyone we may have missed due to the  

influx of players to StepBridge during Covid. 
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StepBridge Tournament Fees 

Green Point Session: 50 Participation Points 

Red Point Session: 75 Participation Points  

 

Daily Sessions 

Open Individual: 9:50am 

Open: 1pm, 4pm & 8pm 

Restricted: 1.15pm 

    7.45pm (Monday, Wednesday & Friday)  

Novice: 10am 

       7.45pm (Tuesday & Thursday) 

   4.10pm (Saturday & Sunday) 

 

IMPs Sessions 

Thursday: 8pm Open 

Sunday: 4pm Open 

 

Contributions to the Newsletter 

All contributions, big or small, would be welcome 

to this newsletter.   

• Do you have an interesting hand for a recent 

bridge session or congress? 

• Can we interview you, so we can all get to 

know you better? 

• Do you have a favourite recipe you would 

like to share? 

• Do you have any other information you wish 

to share? 

Please email your contributions to  

support@stepbridge.com.au with the subject title 

of the email being Newsletter. 

 

Facebook 
Visit our StepBridge Australia Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/Stepbridge.com.au/  

 

We try to add humorous bridge related photos 

up on the page every few days. 

 

Check it out and LIKE the page! 

Upcoming Red Point Sessions 

Sunday 12 December  

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted 

Wednesday 15 December  

- 9.50am Open Individual & 10.00am Novice 

Saturday 18 December  

- 8.00pm Open 

Monday 20 December  

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted 

Thursday 23 December  

- 7.45pm Novice & 8.00pm Open 

Saturday 25 December  

- 8.00pm Open 

Sunday 26 December  

- 8.00pm Open 

Wednesday 29 December  

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted 

Friday 31 December  

- 10.30pm New Year’s Eve Special 

Saturday 1 January  

- 8.00pm Open 

Sunday 2 January 

- 4.00pm Open & 4.10pm Novice 

Thursday 6 January  

- 7.45pm Novice & 8.00pm Open 

Sunday 9 January  

- 9.50am Open Individual & 10.00am Novice 

Thursday 13 January 

- 4.00pm Open 

Sunday 16 January  

- 8.00pm Open 

Monday 17 January  

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted 

Friday 21 January  

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open 

Wednesday 26 January  

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open 

Saturday 29 January  

- 8.00pm Open 

mailto:support@stepbridge.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Stepbridge.com.au/

