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Message from the President Committee

President
Sarah Anwar (SarahAn)

Greetings to all from Istanbul, Turkey.

We are so blessed with technology provided
by our platform that | can continue to carry
on my StepBridge commitments from the
other side of the world. After a couple of
weeks break, | am back and available albeit
with a 7 hour time difference. | look forward
to greeting you at the table.

We held our first Virtual Club Congress for 2022 on 30 April for Bathurst & elilet el 0

. . - Mark Hetherington
District Bridge Club. Thanks to all who participated. (Markhet)

Secretary
Chris Larter (ChrisLar)

Treasurer
Suzi Ledger (Suzi)

Congratulations to Winners!
Masterpoint Secretary
e 1st: Ann Sauer & Sandi Pirozzo Antonina Hayles (Antonina)

e 2nd: Pauline Moore & Lawrie Hall Public Officer

e 3rd: Louise Cregan & Adele Brown Eric Taylor (EricTay)

« Best Restricted Pair: Robert Stammel & Claire Stammel Committee Members

« Best Novice Pair: Shannon Queree & Kathy Duke FCTIE T FETIY),

Brenda McClean (Brenda)
Check out the dates for Taree Bridge Club, Grafton Bridge Club, and of EENIERGFIER(NICIY)
course our first StepBridge Congress of the year. Eric Taylor (EricTay)

Sarah Anwar (SarahAn) Netherlands
Representative:

Epko Steinmetz (Epko)
Non-Committee
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A Day for
UKRAINE

Tkwso(aj 19 May
Red Point Sessions All Day
Money Raised to go to Ukraine




Director’s Corner: An Insight Into Directing

As a regular Bridge player you will already know certain things about at
least some of your opponents. There are those who are a pleasure to play
against even if they beat you. There are those who you would be happy
never to see again. Some are annoying or do annoying things. Some you
would be happy to socialise with. There are even those who you
swear must be cheating &3

As a TD these opinions are magnified ten-fold. Face-to-face or Online

Directors often know before the session starts what to expect from certain

players. Who is going to be: slow; complaining; criticising; winning; friendly; challenging; and so on.
We have seen repeat performances, often many times, by the very same players!

An opinion is a great thing to have. Everyone has one, a bit like the nose on your face. But not all
opinions are helpful. Indeed most, especially those that you relate to as "facts" rather than mere opin-
ions, get in the way of objective decision making and optimal communication. Hence we train our TDs
to set their opinions aside when answering a Call or Question from a player. The TDs job is to arrive
at a Table with fresh eyes and ears, reach a calm and equitable conclusion, and communicate that
clearly to all concerned. Our TDs are, of course, human, so achieving this Gold Standard of rising
above their opinions may not always be achieved...

Let's say JRotten on Table 7 calls the TD. It's his fourth call this session. He does this every session.
He says "North hasn't explained his bid properly — no point count". This, or a version of this, is what
he always complains about. You have told him on numerous occasions that if it doesn't affect his bid
it does not matter and, if his side is damaged by a lack of information, he should call you back at the
end of the hand. As the TD, how should you now respond?

A natural, human reaction would be to begin with something polite like "I have already told you Mr
Rotten that ...". But that would be letting your opinion (backed up by your list of "facts"
about JRotten) run the show. The best TD response will be exactly the same as if the call came
from AngelG, a delightful angelic player, whom you have never before heard complain about any-
thing!

Our TDs may not always treat you like AngelG. They might let an opinion get in the way. They might
be stressed, frustrated, be having a "bad hair day", or whatever. They are human, just like you, your
partner, and your opponents. And, of course, you are entitled to your own opinion about your TD and
any particular interaction.

StepBridge is committed to having the best possible environment for our players to enjoy Bridge.
Hence we train our TDs to set their opinions aside. One way they do that is to communicate with oth-
er TDs about any issues that arise in a session. We don't expect our players to set their opinions
aside (even if it might be a good idea), but we do request that you communicate any strong opinions
to your TD or support@stepbridge.com.au

Naturally we Jove positive opinions and compliments, as would you, your partner, and your
opponents, so feel free to express these publicly#* We encourage you, however, to also express
negative opinions or complaints: do so in private to your TD (or to admin if it is about the TD!). This
will allow us to recognise issues with players or directing, and to attempt to address them before they
become major.


mailto:support@stepbridge.com.au

We want to hear about even little "niggles". The sort of irritations that "don't really matter" but that can
affect your overall experience of playing on StepBridge. Being aware of any such niggles will help us
improve matters. Not letting us know may let things fester so that those players or that TD become a
serious problem — just the way "it is" and a "fact" that cannot be changed &

We look forward to hearing your opinions including, if you like, about this article @
Alan Bustany (TDAlan)

Trial of Additional Novice Sessions & WA Evening Session Survey

We are currently trialing some additional Novice sessions on Tuesday, Thursday & Friday at 4.10pm.
As we say, these are only a trial. So if you want these additional Novice sessions to continue, they
need to be supported.

We have also had a couple of enquires in regards to conducting an Western Australia Evening
Session/s. Some players may remember that we tried this back in 2020 with limited success. For
StepBridge to find out how much interest there is in an WA Evening Session/s, there is a survey via
the following link www.stepbridge.com.au/western-australia-survey/

We ask that interested WA players please fill in the survey ASAP. Once the results have been
looked over, we will advise the membership.

2021 McCutcheon Shield Bridge Competition

Congratulations goes to Libby Heyward (spelling mistake in certificate from the ABF) who has
received a 2021 McCutcheon Shield Bridge Competition certificate for the Local Master Winner. This
means Libby earnt the most masterpoints, starting off in the Local Master rank at the beginning of
2021. Below are photos of the certificate and also Libby once we posted the certificate to her.
Congratulations Libby!



http://www.stepbridge.com.au/western-australia-survey/

Message from the Treasurer

If you are paying over the counter at a bank or credit union, it is important that you insist they include
your unique reference number with the deposit. Otherwise we may be unable to match the payment
to you. It appears from a few orphan payments we have below that Bank of Queensland is on of the
culprits in this. If you are still getting reminders and think any of these payments belong to you,
please send a copy of the bank receipt to suzi@stepbridge.com.au.

Date Amount Reference

19/4/22 10.00 TRANSFER FROM GEOFFREY WILLIAM STEPBRIDGE

Suzi Ledger (Suzi)

StepBridge Support

We ask that you direct your support enquiries to support@stepbridge.com.au. Then one of the team
will get back to you, as soon as they are able, to answer your question. We will try to respond via
email. Only difficult responses may require a phone call.

To players who have called the President’s phone number in the past for support, this number is now
not available for support assistance. You will need to go through the email process in the first
instance for support. We know this change is not easy for some, but it is necessary moving forward.

We also encourage new players to look at the “How to Videos” on the StepBridge website
www.stepbridge.com.au/how-to-videos/.

Chris Larter (ChrisLar)

Upcoming Online Congresses on the StepBridge Platform

. Sunday 22 May - Taree Bridge Club (refer to entry form in this newsletter for details)
. Saturday 18 June - Grafton Bridge Club (refer to entry form in this newsletter for details)

. Sunday 17 July - StepBridge (entry form will be out soon)

Attention Youth Players!!!

StepBridge is wanting to give back to the bridge community. One way is supporting our youth players
(under 25 years old). Therefore, we are now offering the following Youth Player bonuses.

- Additional free games for new youth players joining StepBridge.
- No membership fee, when an ABF Youth Home Club Member.
- Match Patrticipation Point purchases, thus giving half price table fees.

For Youth Players to take advantage of these offers, please email us so we can set up your account
accordingly. Also, you need to advise us each time you make an order for Participation Points, so we
can match the amount ordered.


mailto:suzi@stepbridge.com.au
mailto:support@stepbridge.com.au
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Cookery Corner

Ingredients

1 large potato (300g) cooked and mashed
1 medium onion finely chopped

4159 can pink salmon

Clove crushed garlic

2 teasp. Parsley chopped

2 eggs

Salt and pepper

Ya cup plain flour

% cup panko breadcrumbs

Crispy Salmon Patties

Directions

1.
2.

3.

Ingredients

1 % table spoon of instant coffee granules
1 cup Kahlua or Tia Maria liquor

300ml thickened cream

40g icing sugar

250g sweet sponge finger biscuits

500g mascarpone cheese

Drain the salmon, lightly fry the onion and garlic and put everything in together and mix well.
Roll into patties and put in fridge for half hour.

Little olive oil hot in pan, and fry for about 2 minutes on each side.

. Serve with fresh salad and garlic bread.

Tiramisu

Method

1.

Combine coffee, 1 1/4 cups hot water and 2/3 cup liqueur in a shallow bowl, stirring to dissolve
coffee granules. Refrigerate until needed.

Meanwhile, whip cream with icing sugar. Add mascarpone and remaining liqueur and stir well to
combine.

Dip half the biscuits, one at a time, into coffee mixture for a few seconds, then place in a single
layer at the bottom of a 20cm square serving dish. Spread with half the cream mixture. Repeat
with remaining biscuits, and coffee and cream mixtures. Dust with cocoa and chill for 2 hours or
overnight. Serve.

Brenda McClean (Brenda)



Taree Bridge Club Online Congress

Taree Bridge Club Swiss Pairs
SWISS BUTLER IMP PAIRS CONGRESS

(An approved NSWBA B4 red point congress)

Sunday 22"Y May 2022
Online on StepBridge

Movement Swiss Butler IMP Pairs.

The number of boards and rounds will be at the discretion of the Directors.

Conditions of | NSWBA Approved Red Masterpoint Congress conducted under the Laws of Duplicate Bridge.
Entry Butler IMPs scoring will be used.
Masterpoints not guaranteed unless ABF number is provided.

Green, blue & red systems, and Brown Sticker conventions and treatments permitted.
No Yellow (HUM) systems in this Congress.

Each pair must have 2 systemically identical current system cards. Players are responsible
for ensuring their system classification is correct.

Start Time 10.00am Australia Eastern Standard Time, with a finish time of approx. 5.00pm

Closing Date Friday 20" May 2022. 12.00 midday
Late entries accepted at the discretion of the Directors and Taree Bridge Club.

Entries & https://www.nswba.com.au/tourn/eventDetails.asp?tid=3627
Entry List

Any issues with entries should be directed to the organizer: Terry Bodycote
tipb@tpg.com.au or 0432 643 112

Entry Fee $20 per player
Payment Entry Fee payable by EFT to:

Taree Bridge Club  BSB: 032 587 Acc: 383237 Reference: your ABF number
Prizes Cash Prizes will be awarded to 1st Place $300, 2nd Place $200 & 3rd Place $100.

Should there be less than 60 pairs entered, the above prizes will be reassessed & reduced.

Subject to there being 10 Restricted pairs,
Best Restricted Prize (under 300 MPs) $150 1% Place $75.00 2™ Place

Restricted players must have fewer than 300 Masterpoints as at 31 March 2022.

StepBridge All players must be registered with StepBridge. Details on registration at
Username www stepbridge.com.au

Registration | 1r ugistering solely for this Congress, you can have temporary membership with no
membership fee payable and in addition 5 free SB tournaments to familiarize yourself with
the platform.

All StepBridge enquiries to Chris Larter chris@stepbridge.com.au




Grafton Bridge Club Online Congress

Grafton Bridge Club

Swiss Pairs
SWISS BUTLER IMP PAIRS
CONGRESS

(An approved NSWBA B4 red point congress)

Saturday 18" June 2022
Online on StepBridge

Directors

Julie Jeffries & Chris Larter

Movement

Swiss Butler IMP Pairs.
The number of boards and rounds will be at the discretion of the Directors.

Conditions of
Entry

NSWBA Approved Red Masterpoint Congress conducted under the Laws of Duplicate Bridge.
Butler IMPs scoring will be used.
Masterpoints not guaranteed unless ABF number is provided.

Green, blue & red systems, and Brown Sticker conventions and treatments permitted.
No Yellow (HUM) systems in this Congress.

Each pair must have 2 systemically identical current system cards. Players are responsible
for ensuring their system classification is correct.

Start Time

10.00am Australia Eastern Standard Time, with a finish time of approx. 5.00pm

Closing Date

Friday 17% June 2022. 12.00 midday
Late entries accepted at the discretion of the Directors and Grafton Bridge Club.

Entries & https://www.nswba.com.au/tourn/eventDetails. asp?tid=3630
Entry List Any issues with entries should be directed to the organiser: Denise Llewellyn
0422 100 601 or neesellewellyn@gmail.com
Entry Fee $20 per player
Payment Entry Fee payable by EFT to: Grafton Bridge Club
BSB: 637 000 Acc: 780225017 Reference: Surname Numbers & ABF number
Prizes Cash Prizes will be awarded to 1st Place $300, 2nd Place $200 & 3rd Place $100.
Should there be less than 60 pairs entered, the above prizes will be reassessed & reduced.
Subject to there being 10 Restricted pairs & 10 Novice pairs, there will be category prize(s)
for Restricted and Novice Pairs.
Restricted players must have fewer than 300 Masterpoints as at 31 March 2022.
Novice players must have fewer than 100 Masterpoints as at 31 March 2022
StepBridge All players must be registered with StepBridge. Details on registration at
Username www.stepbridge.com.au
Registration

If registering solely for this Congress, you can have temporary membership with no
membership fee payable and in addition 5 free SB tournaments to familiarize yourself with
the platform.

All StepBridge enquiries to Chris Larter chris@stepbridge.com.au




Monthly Awards: April 2022

Award Class Rank Score Tourn Players
Overall 1 59.81 7 Robert Van der hoek (RobertV)
2 59.41 6 lan Fraser (lanFras)
3 58.79 8 Heather Whitely (HWhitely)
Open 1 59.81 7 Robert Van der hoek (RobertV)
2 58.04 7 Debbie Jerkovic (Debbied)
58.04 7 Vicki Lee (Vickil)
Restricted 1 59.41 6 lan Fraser (lanFras)
Highest Player 2 58.79 8 Heather Whitely (HWhitely)
Average in April 3 55.56 15 Mardi Hogarth (MardiHo)
2022 Novice 1 571 14 Robyn Wells (RobynW)
2 57.01 6 Beth Magick (BethM)
3 56.54 6 Patrick Rasmussen (PatRasmu)
Open IMPs 1 -12 7 Lina Zampichelli (LinaZ)
2 -24 6 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai)
Open 1 59.37 12 Cassandra Mitchell (CassMi)
Individual 2 53 7 Mukesh Parekh (Mukesh)
3 51.39 11 Jurate Laisve (Juratel)
Overall 1 59.67 8 Rez Karim (MeemKar), Philip Bapty (PhillB)
2 59.41 6 Mardi Hogarth (MardiHo), lan Fraser (lanFras)
3 58.79 8 Ina Buhse (InaBuhse), Heather Whitely (HWhitely)
Open 1 59.67 8 Rez Karim (MeemKar), Philip Bapty (PhillB)
2 58.04 7 Debbie Jerkovic (Debbied), Vicki Lee (VickilL)
Highest Pairs 3 57.35 7 Tim Davis (TimD), David Randles (DavidRan)
’ggggage in April Restricted 1 59.41 6 Mardi Hogarth (MardiHo), lan Fraser (lanFras)
2 58.79 8 Ina Buhse (InaBuhse), Heather Whitely (HWhitely)
3 5584 6 Diane Beasley (DianeB), Tony Plummer (TonyP)
Novice 1 56.54 6 Carmel Brown (CarmelBr), Patrick Rasmussen
5 5692 7 %ﬁgﬁxﬂfg)eehan (WendyS), Trish McDonell
3 54.02 7 Derek Colenbrander (DerekCo), Terry Herfort




As an incentive for the player / pair who has most sessions in the month and the most
improved player / pair in the month, a prize will be awarded to the person / pair that comes first in
each category. The prize is 100 participation points per player. The players who have received the
October prizes are marked in red text below. Congratulations!

Award Class Rank Score Tourn Players

Overall 67 Elizabeth McNeill (ElizaMc)
62 Dianne Dwyer (DianneD)

55 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai)

Open 67 Elizabeth McNeill (ElizaMc)
56 Dianne Dwyer (DianneD)
Player Who
Has Played the 55 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai)
Most
Tournaments  Restricted Re- 30 Wendy Harris (WendyH)
in April 2022
30 Sandi Pirozzo (SandiPir)
29 Pauline Moore (PaulineM)
Novice 28 Helen Thomas (HelenT)
28 | Kay Bennetts (KayBenn)
24 Denise McTaggart (DeniseM)
Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai), Mike McGlone
Overall 26 (MikeMcG)
24 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai), Mal Clark (MalCl)
23 Wendy Dodd (WendyDod), Ronnie Malthouse
(RonnieM)
Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai), Mike McGlone
Open 26| MikeMcG)
24 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai), Mal Clark (MalCl)
Pair Who Has
ﬂGde the 21 Sue Jackson (SueJack), Ross Sydney (RossSy)
os
Tournaments . Thais Morgan-Pertus (ThaisMP), Sean Quinn
in April 2022~ Restricted 22 (seanqQ)

18 Colin Speller (ColinSp), David Cumming (DavidCum)
13 Kerrel Walker (Kerrel), Carol Long (Carol)

Kay Bennetts (KayBenn), Denise McTaggart

Novice 14 (DeniseM)

12 Kerri Grant (KerriG), Margaret Portess (MargPo)

11 Yvonne Arnold (YvonneA), Suzie Long (Suziel)




Award

Class

Rank 'Score

Tourns Players

Overall 1 6.98 13 Beth Magick (BethM)
2 6.26 6 Gail McCombie (GailMcC)
6.26 6 Gary Riddell (GaryRid)
Open 1 7.65 7 Debbie Jerkovic (DebbieJ)
2 7.57 7 Vicki Lee (VickiL)
3 6.26 6 Gary Riddell (GaryRid)
Restricted 1 7.35 7 Matthew Lynch (MatthewL)
Most Improved 2 559 9 Anne Downes (AnneDow)
Player in April
2022 3 5.36 8 Rhonda Henry (Rhonda)
Novice 1 5.77 6 Constance Lewis (CLewis)
2 5.16 6 Patrick Rasmussen (PatRasmu)
3 4.84 6 Judith Lambkin (JuditLam)
Open IMPs 1 0.04 6 Christopher Raisin (ChrisRai)
Open 1 7.92 12 Cassandra Mitchell (CassMi)
Individual 2 2.22 8 Lou Stanley (LouStanl)
3 1.53 11 Kay Anderson (KayA)
Overall 1 6.26 6 Gary Riddell (GaryRid), Gail McCombie (GailMcC)
2 5.44 11 Lyn Redman (LynRed), Mardi Grosvenor (Mardi)
3 5.31 6 Diane Beasley (DianeB), Tony Plummer (TonyP)
Open 1 7.57 7 Debbie Jerkovic (Debbied), Vicki Lee (Vickil)
2 6.26 6 Gary Riddell (GaryRid), Gail McCombie (GailMcC)
3 5.44 11 Lyn Redman (LynRed), Mardi Grosvenor (Mardi)
Mo_st_ lmpro_ ved
ZPg’Zrz’” April Restricted 1 521 6 Elaine Jones (ElaineJ), Beth Magick (BethM)
2 4.79 6 Diane Beasley (DianeB), Tony Plummer (TonyP)
3 4.72 8 Ina Buhse (InaBuhse), Heather Whitely (HWhitely)
. Carmel Brown (CarmelBr), Patrick Rasmussen
Novice 1 5.16 6 (PatRasmu)
2 4.58 6 Constance Lewis (CLewis), Judith Lambkin (JuditLam)
3 4.24 12 Kerri Grant (KerriG), Margaret Portess (MargPo)




Masterpoint Promotions

Anne Small
Shizue Futaesaku
Denise Hartwig
Dennis Sullivan
Alan Cransberg
Paul Brake

Sue Martin

Lisa Yoffa

Stuart Schon
Dianne Dwyer
Dusk Care
Christine Newbery
Jay Wongphasukchot
Philip Roberts
Bernard Yates
Anne Tonna

John Glennie

Sue Thomas
Janet Alterator
Hamish McCracken
Alan Sims

Robert Fulcher
Lina Zampichelli
Katherine Collins
Martin Wu

Libby Heyward
Ann Sauer

Dennis Evans
Joscelyn Charters
Annthea Matheson
Anna Jadach

Jan Ralph

April 2022
Silver Grand Sandy Peterson
Silver Grand Jan Jones
Gold Life Kerry Barridge
Silver Life Karen McLean
Silver Life Wendy Dennis
Silver Life David Hancock
Bronze Life Ed Nataraj
Bronze Life Theresa Cluning
Life Jann Small
Life Sylvia Volkmer
Life Sandra Friesen
Life Joanne Saunders

Silver National
Bronze National
Bronze National
Bronze National
Bronze National
National
National
National

Bronze State
Bronze State
Bronze State
Bronze State
Bronze State
State

State

State

State

State

State

State

(i

tulati.

Debbie Carroll
Jenny Oswald-Sealy
Joann Theriault
Mario Rubanathan
Dot Miles

Sharon Poole
Janet Wilkie

Jian Williams

Lyn Bolton

Ross Sydney
Frances Pope
Connie Lewis
David Tasker
Sylvia Mason
Tina Slattery

Ann Poiner

Kerry O'Connell
Gwen Clarke
Karon Fuller

John O'Shea

State

State
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Regional
Silver Local
Silver Local
Silver Local
Silver Local
Silver Local
Silver Local
Silver Local
Bronze Local
Bronze Local
Local
Local
Local
Local
Local

Club

Club

Club

Club
Graduate
Graduate
Graduate
Graduate

ons!




StepBridge Tournament Fees

Green Point Session: 50 Participation Points
Red Point Session: 75 Participation Points

Daily Sessions

Open Individual: 9:50am (Saturday & Sunday)
Open: 1pm, 4pm & 8pm
Restricted:1.15pm
7.45pm (Monday, Wednesday & Friday)

Novice: 10am

7.45pm (Tuesday & Thursday)

4.10pm (Saturday & Sunday)

4.10pm (Trial: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday)

IMPs Sessions
Thursday: 8pm Open
Sunday: 4pm Open

Contributions to the Newsletter

All contributions, big or small, would be welcome
to this newsletter.

. Do you have an interesting hand for a recent
bridge session or congress?

. Can we interview you, so we can all get to
know you better?

. Do you have a favourite recipe you would
like to share?

. Do you have any other information you wish
to share?

Please email your contributions to
support@stepbridge.com.au with the subject title
of the email being Newsletter.

Facebook

Visit our StepBridge Australia Facebook page
www.facebook.com/Stepbridge.com.au/

We try to add humorous bridge re-
lated photos up on the page every
few days.

Check it out and LIKE the page!

Upcoming Red Point Sessions
Friday 13 May

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open
Sunday 15 May

- 4.00pm Open & 4.10pm Novice
Wednesday 18 May

- 10.00am Novice

Thursday 19 May (A Day for Ukraine)
- 9.50am Open Individual & 10.00am Novice
-1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted
-4.00pm Open & 4.10pm Novice

- 7.45pm Novice & 8.00pm Open
Friday 20 May

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted
Sunday 22 May

- 8.00pm Open

Wednesday 25 May

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open
Saturday 28 May

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted
Thursday 2 June

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open
Saturday 4 June

- 9.50am Open Individual & 10.00am Novice
Monday 6 June

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted
Tuesday 7 June

- 4.00pm Open

Friday 10 June

- 7.45pm Restricted & 8.00pm Open
Sunday 10 June

- 8.00pm Open

Wednesday 15 June

- 10.00am Novice

Friday 17 June

- 1.00pm Open & 1.15pm Restricted
Sunday 19 June

- 4.00pm Open & 4.10pm Novice
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